
interiors

the art of 
surprise

From an olive tree in the kitchen to flamingos in the  
cloakroom, Not On The High Street co-founder Holly Tucker’s 

ideas are as big at home as they are in business

steel-framed double 
doors in the hallway 
open up the space and 
create a bold entrance 
to the living area. the 
La VoliEre pendant 
light (challieres.com) 
adds a fun element 

 scaffolding boards on the 
 ceiling give the dining room 

 texture. The table is from 
 Conranshop.co.uk, the

 chairs from Habitat.co.uk
 and the chandelier from 

 Rockettstgeorge.co.uk 
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here can’t be 
many house 
renovations 
that begin  
with a vast, 
300kg faux 

olive tree, but that’s exactly what 
kick-started the transformation 
of Holly Tucker’s Victorian home 
in Southwest London.

Co-founder of online gifts 
company Not On The High Street 
and founder of business advice 
service Holly & Co, Holly’s always 
had an eye for the unusual. 
Inspired by a giant tree she saw 
in a hotel lobby, she knew it was 
a look that could translate to a 
domestic setting, even though it 
took eight people to haul into 
place just as the finishing touches 
were being put to her kitchen. 
But it’s a symbol of everything 
home means to her. ‘I love the 

connotations of the proverbial 
olive branch,’ she says. ‘To me, it 
represents family and sharing. 
There’s barely a week that goes 
by when the tree isn’t being 
decorated with pompoms, 
baubles or even paper flowers 
from my wedding day.’

The former schoolhouse, 
which she shares with husband 
Frank, teenage son Harry and 
border terrier Mr Mudley, was 
treated to a considered 
renovation a few years ago.  
Out went a series of partition 
walls on the ground floor and  
in came a largely open-plan 
living space, accessed by 
generous Crittall framed doors. 
An adjoining garage was turned 
into a kitchen, its original attic 
quarters knocked out to create  
a light-channelling apex roof. 
Bathrooms and bedrooms were 

refreshed and, crucially, Holly 
commandeered two upstairs rooms 
to store her ever-rotating stock of 
one-off finds.

‘Supporting independent makers 
has given me the confidence to 
express myself,’ says Holly. ‘Whether 
that’s through an office wall clad in 
Spanish tiles, or a cloakroom with 
eye-catching flamingo wallpaper.’ 
Her interiors are also a testing 
ground for new pieces, from the 
hand-decorated breadboards that 
sit atop her kitchen counters to the 
colourful artwork featured 
throughout. ‘I’m a magpie for 
typography, whether stitched, 
painted or embossed,’ she says. ‘As 
long as our schemes surprise and 
delight, I’m happy.’

Future house plans include  
‘doing something creative’ with 
chalkboards to reference the 
property’s schoolhouse origins and 
lining the staircase with 600 
suspended 3D butterflies. All ideas 
that are inventive, imaginative and 
a bit left field – just like Holly’s 
approach to life.

Holly’s new book Do What You Love, 
Love What You Do: The Empowering 
Secrets to Turn Your Passion into Profit 
will be published by Ebury on 6 May, 
price £14.99*. For more information 
visit holly.co

T

 In Holly’s office, bespoke 
 map wallpaper reflects 

 her love of travel. Framed 
 prints provide inspiration and a 

 mid-century style desk from 
 studiofibre.com featuring 

 colourful drawer storage 
 adds a playful note 

 ‘I like to add an element
 of surprise to every 

 room,’ says Holly. The 
 family’s kitchen is no 

 exception, with a vast 
 faux olive tree 

 seemingly taking 
 root through the 

 Corian island. The metal 
 stools are from 

Theoldcinema.co.uk

‘I love flamingos, so 
I went all out in the 
cloakroom,’ says Holly 
of her wallpaper from 
osborneandlittle.com. 
The mirror is from 
Rockettstgeorge.co.uk 

Natural elements, 
including a headboard 

created from scaffolding 
boards, deliver rustic appeal in

the main bedroom, while
yellow bedding brings a pop 

of colour to the space 
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