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A refreshing
change

When en arty couple decided to move
fromn London to coastal Margate, they
transformmed their ves as well as thair
horme environment, By Emma J Page.
Fhotographs by Rachael Smith

be handsome Georgian and Victorian facades that
stuxd the seafrontat Margate have attractsd their fair
ghare of admiedrs over the years TS Eliot ks aaid to
have worked on The Wasle Land from the Albemarle
Hotel in 1921, while several of Turners paintings wene
ingpired by the Thanet skiss, which he described as “the
lowveliest inall Eunope”. And despite it s more recent mixed
fortunes, the area’s faded grandear atill bolds an alhue,
with a growing rmmiber of creatives maldng it their home
and turming the tide back towands gentrification,
Advertizing director-turned-entrepraneur Dhom Bridges
movad to the town with his wifie Jo, a photographer, five
ibr years ago from Willssden Green, In north-west London.
Disilhmioned by the capital’s overbeated proparty market,
they wraded their one-bedroom fat for a Victorian own-
homse, completa with six bedrooma “We'd honeymooned
here and abways had a soft spot for the area,’ amys Bridges,

—
- The study 'l Ike o rotate the pleces that an Irepiing me,”
says Dom Bridges fpichared with e wile, Ja). The hat
2 onca balonged 1o his grest-uncle. The lights am from Scots
{scobismergate. co.ukj, With flax from Larmp lampite co.uk).
= Tha framed drewers [from the Matural History Musaum), char
= and fabie wera found at FairouLe [erous com).
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Tt wasn't just aboat being able to afford a brger
property; e craved a lifsstyle change.
Bridges has travelled far and wide In his career,
working for corporate giants such as Coca-Cola
emd Miszan, but he hag always been desmen to coun-
terculiure hotapots. Theway the area B regenerat-
ing reminded 18 of our tiome spant at Yenice Beach

‘Theway Margate is regenerating
reminded us of Venice Beach.
We moved here as the Turner

Contemporary gallery was opening’

The Iiving area To daineata tha space bahween
tha IMng Bnd diing raom, ihe fioor |8 Nset with

tiee fom Ared Earih firadeartn.com). The coupla
found 1he dining tahie Bnd bench &t Matronato
imetroratro,co.uk). They have raretated pariod
feafres throughout the housa, including this Carara
marbia mantaipiaca bought on aBey Tha wals

Bre paimed in Mole's Bresth by Famow & Bal farmow-
bsil.com). A pUrple amchar rom Sofe.com

&0ds & epieeh of colowr. A shul Iro prnt by BN

Fick (bilfick.comj hangs In ona of the slcoves.

The hallway This viniege deiressed cabinet
COmes Tom Rsirolius Felroodue. comi).

and in Brooklyn, he says. T8 evolving — we moved
here as the Turner Contemporary gallery was
opening and there was a new energy in the town.”

The pair sattled I Cliftorville, once a thriving
part of Margate favoured by holidaymakers “The
spacs appealed tous, but the hose had been reno-
vated cheaply, 2ays Bridges. “Original feabareawers

Pastarboardad, the plambing was basic and the
walk were pamted magnolia. We knew we'd have
to start again.” What the couple weren't prepared
for was the extent of the remedial work. Early
rnovations unsarthed a sovere casa of dry ot
Therewasa ventilation e recalls Bridgea On
thie ground floor we broke through thres layems of
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conerete, all the way back to the original Yictonan
parquetry, which was sedden and unzahagsabla’

But thedir instinct to srip the property back haa
paid off. The ground floor has been laid with
reclaimed oak. fireplaces have been restored,
comieing has been exposed and the kyout hasbaen
gimplified s the dining room opeas up to both

Salvaged fittings include a paint-
spattered former gym floor that
now clads the staircase and alcove
storage in the spare bedroom

The hallway An od gym fioor sourced
frormi DO Demolfion jdos-demottion.couk) scls
a8 an aya-catching front to the steicsss,

The ﬂ'llg o= Bkcowe A Colestion of Bossons
hieeds, 50me boughtin Mengaba's Hunkydony-24
huriyoony-24 blogspot comi, hangs on tha

wel Bhows tEnddemy HngMehers In & glass case, fom
tha shop Parephiamala n Mengeta,

The kitchen An ksand meade from redamed
Froko and bar stools e fom Stes Magnalas
[Bessl-magnolles. oo k). Tha sdence

frnals repurposed s aduetsbia lights are fom
PatroLMLE (FatoLMLE oo,

the sitting room and the rear Kitchen, with spacs
for a downstairs cloakroom and a cellar-cum-
utility moom. The first floor houses the master
bedroom: a snug; their 18-month-old daughter
Drukie®s room; plus a guest bedmoom and e
bathrooms; while Bridges’s office and a further
biedroom are tucked sway at the top of the housa

The mowe eoincidad with the launch of Bridges'
skincare brand Haeckels, which has attracted a cult
following, “Chur productsare created predominanty
from the ssaweed on the Margate coasfine” he
explaing “The buginess came about crganically —
I couldm't believe that somewhere as beautiful as
thiscould be forgotten about Thisiza coastal town
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amd ite most important asset is the beach. But itwas
only when we moved in and 1 had my faourite
possessions aroand me that irspiration struck.”
The pair'slove for all thingsnatura) Bevidant in
the way their home i fumished with & quitky mix
of muddy eolours, salvaged fittings (inchading a
paint-spatterad former gym floor that now clads

‘We are born collectors. But since
we've had Dulcie, we're not
precious. Now it's about creating a
home she'll have fun exploring’

The master bedoom A badspraad mada
by-Jo's mioher adds 3 pop of colowr, Larps-ecsla
VICtorEn Windows sourced fram a incal BaNEga
compeary Bnd Bt RETOLMLE [rEroUUs com)
1orm & shiking, Etematve wekdn werdrbe, ‘IS
2 gresat wey of sdding & partiion without
comprormising on g, seys Brdges.

The downstalrs Evatory ks papenad In pegas
Tom adikore of Tha ehent of Wenice.

The guest room Tha green leather char
Ie from & local arkquas far, and the
nug was Eought In Merekach. Jo mads tha

patchwork bedgpraad.

the staircase and alsowve storage In the spare bed-
room), industrial furniture, artwork by Jo and
treasures that range from repurposd drawens once
balonging to the Matural History Museum to a
specimen jar of baby iguanas "We ane born collee-
tore aays Bridges, “although we cocasionally disa-
gres on Llayout and spatial design. But sines we've
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had Druksie, we're not precious. Mo ite about cre-
ating a home that she'll heve fun exploring.”

The place emams & work in progress. “We want
to update the bathmome and rework the garden,
ey Brid ges, “hat the house sesrres to teach us how
to live init, rather than e trying to mould it toe our
vigion. Thats how it should be.” hasckel oo uk
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