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S T U DY
A rich, varied colour 
palette evokes a relaxed, 
inviting Bloomsbury  
feel in this space.  
Walls in Oxney Olive, 
Sanderson. Bookcases in 
Masai, Paint & Paper 
Library. Blind in Kalamkari, 
Les Indiennes. Freud 
armchair, Howe; covered 
in Buray Shardang silk, 
Namay Samay. Antique 
footstool in Cornelis, Le 
Manach. Easton desk 
chair, And Objects
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M A I N  B E D RO O M
‘We used plains as a 
starting point, layering in 
texture and pattern,’ says 
Brandon of this space 
which features grey-
green walls enlivened  
by a shot of blue. 
Walls in Farrow & Ball’s 
French Gray. Curtains in 
Quantock, Fermoie. 
Durham quilt, Beata 
Heuman. Cushion in an 
antique textile, Penny 
Worrall. Preston swing arm 
wall light, Vaughan
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5 rules for DECORATING  
WITH A MIX OF COLOURS 
Interior designer Brandon Schubert’s advice

1. Rooms are easier if you have at least three prominent 
colours. A two-colour scheme is harder to pull off.

2. Tension is important. Choose colours that sit well 
together, but which carry a bit of edge.

3.  Never get cold feet halfway through decorating. 
Remember that strong colours make sense with 

other strong colours, so don’t lose your nerve before the 
whole room has come together.

4.  Don’t be afraid to change when something is 
wrong. Not to undercut the rule above, but if the 

colour just isn’t right, change it before it is too late. 
Everyone makes mistakes.

5. If in doubt, use cushions, lampshades and rugs to 
push your colour. A room can feel colourful even if 

the upholstery and walls aren’t.

M A I N  B E D RO O M
‘The owners were 
comfortable with things 
being old, wonky, 
original, characterful, 
imperfect and real,’ 
explains Brandon. ‘The 
resulting rooms feel as 
though they have 
gradually evolved.’ 
Woodwork and fire 
surround in Cordoba, Little 
Greene. The chest of 
drawers is an existing piece 
belonging to the owners. 
Båstad rug, Nordic Knots

BAT H RO O M
‘We treated this room 
decoratively rather  
than with architectural 
intervention,’ says 
Brandon of the walls and 
shower curtain. ‘Small 
touches were an easy 
way to update this room.’
Walls in Sang de Boeuf, 
Edward Bulmer Natural 
Paint. Bespoke shower 
curtain in Red Lotus, Aleta. 
Wall lights, Howe London. 
Compton Trefoil vase, Sibyl 
Colefax & John Fowler. 
Glass tumbler, Bonadea
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